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Executive Summary 
 
 
Current and Five-Year Trends 
 
 In 2017, Minnesota towns reported total revenues of $325.3 million. This amount represents a 

2.6 percent increase over the total revenues reported in 2016. From 2013 to 2017, total town 
revenues increased 16.3 percent (pg. 5).  

 
 Minnesota towns reported total expenditures of $306.4 million in 2017. This amount represents a 

decrease of 1.4 percent from the amount reported in 2016. Over the five-year period of 2013 to 
2017, town total expenditures increased 14.7 percent (pg. 9). 

 
 Towns had debt service expenditures of $13.3 million in 2017. This amount represents an 

increase of 18.5 percent from 2016. Over the five-year period of 2013 to 2017, debt service 
expenditures increased 3.8 percent (pg. 11).  

 
 Outstanding indebtedness totaled $56.0 million in 2017. This represents a decrease of 2.4 percent 

from 2016. Outstanding bonded indebtedness totaled $34.9 million in 2017, which represents a 
decrease of 1.7 percent from the $35.5 million outstanding in 2016. Other long-term debt totaled 
$19.8 million in 2017, which was a decrease of 7.5 percent from 2016. In addition, towns 
reported $1.4 million in short-term indebtedness in 2017, which was an increase of 137.8 percent 
over 2016 (pg. 13). 

 
Ten-Year Trends 
 
 Between 2008 and 2017, total town revenues in actual dollars increased 29.5 percent. In 

constant, or inflation-adjusted, dollars, total town revenues increased 9.8 percent over this 
ten-year period (pg. 7).1 

 
 Since 2008, the share of total revenues derived from taxes increased from 69.1 percent in 2008 to 

72.7 percent in 2017, and the share of total revenues derived from intergovernmental sources 
increased slightly, from 18.5 percent to 18.6 percent over that same period (pg. 7). 

 
 Between 2008 and 2017, total town expenditures in actual dollars increased 22.4 percent. In 

constant, or inflation-adjusted, dollars, total town expenditures increased 3.8 percent over the 
ten-year period (pg. 11).  

                                                 
1Constant dollars will refer to data adjusted for inflation using the Implicit Price Deflator for State and Local Governments, 
setting 2008 as the base year (N.I.P.A. Table 1.1.9, October 2018).  
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Scope 

This report analyzes the financial operations of 1,656 towns in Minnesota that provided financial 
information to the Office of the State Auditor for the calendar year ended December 31, 2017.2 The data 
used in preparing this report included annual town financial reporting forms, audits by certified public 
accountants, financial statements prepared by the town clerk or clerk-treasurer, county auditors’ reports 
of indebtedness, and Minnesota Department of Revenue records.3 Data received from the Department of 
Revenue includes state-shared tax distributions, grants, aids, taxable valuations, and tax levies. 

In 2017, there were 1,781 towns, compared to 853 cities and 87 counties. The 2017 population estimates 
from the State Demographer show that 914,174 individuals reside in towns, representing about 
16.4 percent of the state population. Town populations range from 10,951 in the Town of White Bear to 
5 in the Town of Hangaard. Fifty-three percent of towns have a population of 300 or less. 

The data presented in this report reflects the activities of governmental funds and enterprise funds. The 
governmental funds consist of the General, Special Revenue, Capital Projects, and Debt Service Funds. 
The enterprise funds are funds that report the financial operations of municipal public service 
enterprises, such as water or sewer utilities owned by the town.  

Tables 1 and 2 summarize the overall financial condition of Minnesota towns. More specifically, 
Table 1 displays governmental fund revenues, and Table 2 shows governmental fund expenditures. 
Tables 3 and 4 present the data for governmental fund revenues and expenditures by individual town, 
organized by county. 

Table 5 lists public service enterprise funds, and Table 6 details outstanding bonded, other long-term, 
and short-term debt of each individual town as of December 31, 2017. Other long-term debt refers to 
liabilities such as long-term lease agreements, installment purchase contracts, and notes. Tables 7 and 8 
provide a summary of town revenues and expenditures by economic development region. 

This report does not analyze fund balances. The majority of towns use a cash basis of accounting, with 
the remainder using a modified accrual basis of accounting. Those towns using a cash basis of 
accounting report a single cash balance for all governmental funds at the end of the fiscal year. Towns 
using a modified accrual basis of accounting report separate fund balances for all of their governmental 
funds and denote the amounts that fall under the following classifications:  nonspendable, restricted, 
committed, assigned, and unassigned. Because of these differences among towns, a comparative 
analysis of fund balances is not appropriate.  

2While there were 1,781 Minnesota towns in 2017, a total of 125 towns failed to comply with the statutory reporting 
requirement, the same number as in the previous reporting period. 
3The underlying databases for Office of the State Auditor reports are available for downloading through the Office of the 
State Auditor’s website at www.auditor.state.mn.us. 
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Overview 

Total Governmental Revenues 

Principal Sources of Revenues 

The principal sources of revenues for towns in 2017 were:  taxes (mainly property taxes) and state 
grants. These sources of revenues accounted for 89.1 percent of town revenues in 2017. Figure 1 below 
shows the components of revenues as a percent of total revenues in 2017.   

Figure 1:  2017 Total Revenues

All Other Revenues
2.4%

Special Assessments
1.8%

Federal Grants
1.2%

County/Local Grants
1.1%

Charges for Services
2.8%

State Grants
16.4%

Licenses and Permits
1.0%

Interest Earnings
0.6%

Taxes
72.7%

$325,266,474

Current and Five-Year Trends 

In 2017, Minnesota towns reported total revenues of $325.3 million. This amount represents a 
2.6 percent increase over the total revenues reported in 2016. From 2013 to 2017, total town revenues 
increased 16.3 percent.  

Between 2016 and 2017, tax revenues increased from $230.3 million to $236.5 million. This represents 
an increase of 2.7 percent. The categories of revenues showing the largest increases were federal grants 
(151.3 percent), all other revenues (22.1 percent), and licenses and permits (15.8 percent). Those 
categories showing the largest decreases were county/local unit grants (-18.2 percent) and interest 
earnings (-10.1 percent). 
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Figure 2 below shows the change in total revenues for towns over the five-year period.  
 

Figure 2:  Total Revenues, 2013 - 2017
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Figure 3 below illustrates the five-year trend in federal and state grants.  
 

Figure 3:  Federal and State Grants as a Percent of Total 
Revenues, 2013 - 2017
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Ten-Year Trends 
 
Figure 4 below illustrates a long-term trend in total revenues in actual and constant dollars.4 Between 
2008 and 2017, total town revenues in actual dollars increased 29.5 percent. In constant, or 
inflation-adjusted, dollars, total town revenues increased 9.8 percent over this ten-year period.  
 

Figure 4:  Change in Total Revenues 
in Actual and Constant Dollars, 2008 - 2017
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Figure 5 on the following page shows the two major components of revenues:  taxes and 
intergovernmental revenues.  These components have historically been the primary sources of revenues. 
Since 2008, the share of total revenues derived from taxes increased from 69.1 percent in 2008 to 
72.7 percent in 2017, and the share of total revenues derived from intergovernmental sources increased 
slightly, from 18.5 percent to 18.6 percent over that same period. The underlying data displayed in 
Figures 1 through 5 for the years 2008 through 2012 is from previous town finance reports. Data 
displayed for the years 2013 through 2017 is in Table 1 on page 23.  
 

                                                 
4Constant dollars will refer to data adjusted for inflation using the Implicit Price Deflator for State and Local Governments, 
setting 2008 as the base year (N.I.P.A. Table 1.1.9, October 2018).  
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Figure 5:  Primary Sources of Revenues as a 
Percent of Total Revenues, 2008 - 2017
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Total Governmental Expenditures 
 
Principal Expenditures 
 
Expenditures for towns include current expenditures and capital outlays for roads and bridges, general 
government, fire, all other public safety, and all other expenditures.5 Debt service principal and interest 
payments are also included in total expenditures for towns. Figure 6 below displays the categories of 
expenditures for 2017. The roads and bridges expenditures category, which is the primary service 
provided by towns, is more than three times the size of the next largest category, which is general 
government. 
  

Figure 6:  Total Expenditures in 2017

All Other Public 
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$306,433,892

 
 
Current and Five-Year Trends 
 
Minnesota towns reported total expenditures of $306.4 million in 2017. This amount represents a 
decrease of 1.4 percent from the amount reported in 2016.   
 
Of total expenditures, $258.9 million (84.5 percent) was allocated to current expenditures, $34.2 million 
(11.2 percent) to capital outlay, and $13.3 million (4.3 percent) to debt service payments. Over the 
five-year period of 2013 to 2017, town total expenditures increased 14.7 percent. Figure 7 on the 
following page illustrates total expenditures over the five-year period. 

                                                 
5Current expenditures and capital outlays for water and sewer enterprises are included separately as enterprise fund activities 
in Table 5, pg. 151. 
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Figure 7:  Total Town Expenditures, 2013 - 2017
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Expenditures for roads and bridges totaled $180.7 million in 2017. Of this total, $156.7 million was 
allocated to current expenditures (maintenance, snowplowing, lighting, engineering, and administration) 
and $24.0 million to capital outlays (road construction and purchase of equipment).  

Figure 8 below provides a comparison of the percent of total expenditures allocated to general 
government, fire, and roads and bridges spending during the years 2013 through 2017.  

Figure 8:  Categories of Total Expenditures as a 
Percent of Total Expenditures, 2013 - 2017
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Capital Outlays 
 
Capital outlays are expenditures used for the acquisition or construction of capital assets, such as 
buildings and roads. Capital assets have lives extending beyond a single reporting period. Town capital 
outlays totaled $34.2 million in 2017. This amount represents a decrease of 12.6 percent from 2016 and 
an increase of 8.5 percent over the five-year period beginning in 2013. The largest category of capital 
outlays for towns was roads and bridges. Capital outlay expenditures for roads and bridges decreased 
7.0 percent from 2016 to 2017 and comprised 70.3 percent of total capital outlay spending in 2017.  
 
Debt Service 
 
Debt service expenditures are the principal and interest payments on outstanding indebtedness. Towns 
had debt service expenditures of $13.3 million in 2017. This amount represents an increase of 
18.5 percent from 2016. Over the five-year period of 2013 to 2017, debt service expenditures increased 
3.8 percent.  
 
Ten-Year Trends 
 
Figure 9 below shows the change in total expenditures in actual and constant dollars from 2008 to 2017. 
Between 2008 and 2017, total town expenditures in actual dollars increased 22.4 percent. In constant, or 
inflation-adjusted, dollars, total town expenditures increased 3.8 percent over the ten-year period.  6  
 

Figure 9:  Growth in Total Expenditures in Actual and 
Constant Dollars, 2008 - 2017 
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6Constant dollars will refer to data adjusted for inflation using the Implicit Price Deflator for State and Local Governments, 
setting 2008 as the base year (N.I.P.A. Table 1.1.9, October 2018).  
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Primary Categories of Expenditures  
 
Figure 10 below illustrates the ten-year trend in current expenditures, capital outlays, and debt service as 
a percent of total expenditures from 2008 to 2017. The chart shows that current expenditures are the 
primary expenditure for towns. In addition, the chart shows that the share of total expenditures allocated 
to current expenditures has generally been increasing. The underlying data displayed in Figures 7 
through 10 for the years 2008 through 2012 can be found in the town finance reports for previous years. 
Data displayed for years 2013 through 2017 is in Table 2 on page 24. 
 

Figure 10:  Components of Total Expenditures as a Percent of 
Total Expenditures, 2008 - 2017
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Indebtedness 
 
Current and Five-Year Trends 
 
Towns incur long-term debt through the issuance of bonds and notes, certificates of indebtedness, and 
tax anticipation certificates. Long-term lease agreements are also classified as long-term debt.  
 
Towns can borrow only as permitted by state law, generally to finance purchases or capital projects. The 
amount of outstanding debt affects the amount available for current expenditures because towns must 
have sufficient funds available to make principal and interest payments to service the debt. 
 
 
 
 
 

12



Outstanding indebtedness totaled $56.0 million in 2017. This represents a decrease of 2.4 percent from 
2016. Outstanding bonded indebtedness totaled $34.9 million in 2017, which represents a decrease of 
1.7 percent from the $35.5 million outstanding in 2016. Other long-term debt totaled $19.8 million in 
2017, which was a decrease of 7.5 percent from 2016. In addition, towns reported $1.4 million in 
short-term indebtedness in 2017, which was an increase of 137.8 percent over 2016.  
 
Figure 11 below provides a summary of bonds outstanding, classified by type of bond, for the years 
2013 through 2017.  
 

Figure 11:  Outstanding Bonded Indebtedness, 2013 - 2017
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Ten-Year Trends 
 
Outstanding long-term debt has generally trended downward over the ten-year period. Figure 12 on the 
following page illustrates outstanding long-term debt, which includes total bonded indebtedness and 
other long-term debt in actual and constant dollars for the years 2008 through 2017. 7 
 

                                                 
7Constant dollars will refer to data adjusted for inflation using the Implicit Price Deflator for State and Local Governments, 
setting 2008 as the base year (N.I.P.A. Table 1.1.9, October 2018).  

13



Figure 12:  Outstanding Long-Term Debt
in Actual and Constant Dollars, 2008 - 2017
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Figure 13 below displays outstanding long-term debt as a percent of total revenues for the years 2008 to 
2017. As Figure 13 shows, outstanding long-term debt as a percent of total revenues has been trending 
downward. The highest percent was in 2008 when it reached 33.1 percent, while the lowest level was in 
2017 when it fell to 16.8 percent. The underlying data displayed in Figures 12 and 13 for the years 2008 
through 2017 can be found in the town finance reports for previous years. Data for 2017 is in Table 6 
starting on page 159. 

Figure 13:  Outstanding Long-Term Debt as a 
Percent of Total Revenues, 2008- 2017
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Towns Failing to Report 

Out of 1,781 towns in Minnesota in 2017, 125 failed to comply with the statutory reporting requirement. 
The chart below shows the number of towns that have not reported their financial information to the 
Office of the State Auditor, as required by law, in each of the last five years.  

Number of Towns Failing to Report, 2013 - 2017 
Year 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

# of Towns 136 102 95 125 125 

The list below indentifies the towns (in alphabetical order, with the county’s name in parantheses) 
that have not reported their financial information to the Office of the State Auditor, as required 
by law.  

*Twenty-four towns failed to report in 2016 and 2017.
**Forty-two towns failed to report in 2015, 2016, and 2017.

Aetna* (Pipestone) Buzzle** (Beltrami) Eidsvold* (Lyon) 

Agassiz (Lac qui Parle) Camp Release (Lac qui Parle) Eldorado** (Stevens) 

Alango* (Saint Louis) Campbell (Wilkin) Emerald (Faribault) 

Alaska (Beltrami) Cedar Valley (Saint Louis) Fairmont** (Martin) 

Alta Vista (Lincoln) Crate** (Chippewa) Fenton (Murray) 

Alvwood** (Itasca) Crow River** (Sherburne) Fine Lakes (Saint Louis) 

Andrea (Wilkin) Dale** (Cottonwood) Finlayson (Pine) 

Ann Lake (Kanabec) Davis (Kittson) Fisher** (Polk) 

Ardenhurst (Itasca) Deer** (Roseau) Fort Ripley (Crow Wing) 

Arrowhead (Saint Louis) Delaware (Grant) Foster (Big Stone) 

Barry* (Pine) Des Moines** (Jackson) Fountain Prairie** (Pipestone) 

Beaulieu* (Mahnomen) Dieter (Roseau) Friendship (Yellow Medicine) 

Beaver** (Roseau) Drammen* (Lincoln) Germantown (Cottonwood) 

Bernadotte (Nicollet) Eagle Point** (Marshall) Glendorado (Benton) 

Big Woods (Marshall) East Park* (Marshall) Good Hope** (Itasca) 

Black Hammer (Houston) Eddy* (Clearwater) Hamlin** (Lac qui Parle) 
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Hersey** (Nobles) Moose Park** (Itasca)  Severance (Sibley)  

Holy Cross** (Clay) Mount Pleasant (Wabasha)  Shelly** (Norman)  

Home Brook (Cass) Nevada** (Mower)  Sinnott (Marshall)  

Hubbard** (Polk) New Avon (Redwood)  Skelton* (Carlton)  

Iosco* (Waseca) Nicollet (Nicollet)  Spring Grove (Houston)  

Itasca (Clearwater) Nidaros (Otter Tail)  Spruce** (Roseau)  

Johnsonville (Redwood) North Ottawa (Grant)  Spruce Grove (Becker)  

Kelso (Sibley) Norway (Fillmore)  Stony River** (Lake)  

Kerkhoven (Swift) Orange (Douglas)  Stowe Prairie* (Todd)  

Kintire (Redwood) Palmyra** (Renville)  Sturgeon* (Saint Louis)  

Knute* (Polk) Peace* (Kanabec)  Tegner** (Kittson)  

Kurtz* (Clay) Petersburg (Jackson)  Thief Lake* (Marshall)  

Lake George** (Stearns) Pleasant View (Norman)  Thompson (Kittson)  

Lake Park (Becker) Pohlitz** (Roseau)  Toivola (Saint Louis)  

Lakeside (Aitkin) Polonia* (Roseau)  Tunsberg** (Chippewa)  

Lakin (Morrison) Popple Grove (Mahnomen)  Wagner (Aitkin)  

Laona** (Roseau) Poppleton** (Kittson)  Wanamingo (Goodhue)  

Leiding** (Saint Louis) Prairie Lake** (Saint Louis)  Weimer* (Jackson)  

Lemond (Steele) Quiring** (Beltrami)  Westbrook* (Cottonwood)  

Lien* (Grant) Raymond (Stearns)  Whitefield** (Kandiyohi)  

Lisbon (Yellow Medicine) Redpath* (Traverse)  Wild Rice** (Norman)  

Logan** (Grant) Rheiderland** (Chippewa)  Winger (Polk)  

Lorain (Nobles) River* (Red Lake)  Winnebago* (Faribault)  

Maplewood (Otter Tail) Rosendale** (Watonwan)  Worthington** (Nobles)  

Melrose** (Stearns) Ross** (Roseau)  Wykeham (Todd)  

Moland* (Clay) Rost** (Jackson)    
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Economic Development Regions 

Minnesota has 13 economic development regions. The following section summarizes town 
financial information by economic development region. The number of towns listed and data 
presented reflects only those towns that reported 2017 financial information to the Office of the 
State Auditor. Total revenues, total expenditures, and total debt service are summarized on a 
regional basis. The underlying data for this section is in Tables 7 and 8 (pages 167 and 168). The 
map on page 20 shows the location of each economic development region.  

Metro Area (7-County Twin Cities) 

There were 42 towns in this region that reported 2017 financial information. Total revenues in 
this region increased 5.3 percent and totaled $31.4 million in 2017, accounting for 9.6 percent of 
total town revenues. Total expenditures in this region decreased 5.4 percent to $29.1 million, 
accounting for 9.5 percent of total town expenditures. Debt service in this region increased 
39.3 percent and totaled $2.3 million, accounting for 17.6 percent of total town debt service. 

Arrowhead 

There were 162 towns in this region that reported 2017 financial information. Total revenues in 
this region decreased 3.7 percent and totaled $36.2 million in 2017, accounting for 11.1 percent 
of total town revenues. Total expenditures decreased 5.8 percent and totaled $36.8 million, 
accounting for 12.0 percent of total town expenditures. Debt service in this region increased 
67.2 percent and totaled $3.0 million, accounting for 22.7 percent of total town debt service. 

Central 

There were 69 towns in this region that reported 2017 financial information. Total revenues in 
this region increased 0.4 percent and totaled $34.0 million, accounting for 10.4 percent of total 
town revenues. Total expenditures in this region increased 4.4 percent and totaled $32.7 million, 
accounting for 10.7 percent of total town expenditures. Debt service in this region decreased 
21.2 percent and totaled $1.6 million, accounting for 12.1 percent of total town debt service.   

East Central 

There were 83 towns in this region that reported 2017 financial information. Total revenues in 
this region increased 7.0 percent and totaled $21.8 million, accounting for 6.7 percent of total 
town revenues. Total expenditures in this region increased by 10.4 percent and totaled 
$21.4 million, accounting for 7.0 percent of total town expenditures. Debt service in this region 
increased 3.4 percent and totaled $727,851, accounting for 5.5 percent of total town debt service.  

17



Headwaters 

There were 101 towns in this region that reported 2017 financial information. Total revenues in 
this region increased 1.7 percent to $13.4 million, accounting for 4.1 percent of total town 
revenues. Total expenditures in this region decreased 4.0 percent to $12.2 million, accounting for 
4.0 percent of total town expenditures. Debt service in this region increased 110,718.0 percent 
and totaled $110,818, accounting for 0.8 percent of total town debt service. 

North Central 

There were 146 towns in this region that reported 2017 financial information. Total revenues in 
this region increased 2.0 percent and totaled $26.4 million, accounting for 8.1 percent of total 
town revenues. Total expenditures in this region increased 0.6 percent and totaled $25.7 million, 
accounting for 8.4 percent of total town expenditures. Debt service in this region decreased 
24.6 percent and totaled $633,084, accounting for 4.8 percent of total town debt service. 

Northwest 

There were 198 towns in this region that reported 2017 financial information. Total revenues in 
this region increased 8.4 percent and totaled $14.9 million, accounting for 4.6 percent of total 
town revenues. Total expenditures in this region increased 7.7 percent and totaled $13.3 million, 
accounting for 4.3 percent of total town expenditures. Debt service in this region increased 
98.8 percent and totaled $50,115, accounting for 0.4 percent of total town debt service.  

South Central 

There were 138 towns in this region that reported 2017 financial information. Total revenues in 
this region increased 4.0 percent and totaled $24.5 million, accounting for 7.5 percent of total 
town revenues. Total expenditures in this region increased 1.2 percent and totaled $22.4 million, 
accounting for 7.3 percent of total town expenditures. Debt service in this region decreased 
17.8 percent and totaled $493,502, accounting for 3.7 percent of total town debt service. 

Southeast 

There were 187 towns in this region that reported 2017 financial information. Total revenues in 
this region increased 4.7 percent and totaled $41.4 million, accounting for 12.7 percent of total 
town revenues. Total expenditures in this region increased 0.9 percent and totaled $38.5 million, 
accounting for 12.6 percent of total town expenditures. Debt service in this region increased 
60.4 percent and totaled $894,048, accounting for 6.7 percent of total town debt service.  
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Southwest 
 
There were 144 towns in this region that reported 2017 financial information. Total revenues in 
this region increased 1.3 percent and totaled $17.6 million, accounting for 5.4 percent of total 
town revenues. Total expenditures in this region decreased 3.8 percent and totaled $15.2 million, 
accounting for 5.0 percent of total town expenditures. Debt service in this region decreased 
3.6 percent and totaled $594,560, accounting for 4.5 percent of total town debt service. 
 
Southwest Central 
 
There were 80 towns in this region that reported 2017 financial information. Total revenues in 
this region increased 8.5 percent and totaled $17.3 million, accounting for 5.3 percent of total 
town revenues. Total expenditures in this region decreased 8.0 percent and totaled $15.6 million, 
accounting for 5.1 percent of total town expenditures. Debt service in this region decreased 
9.8 percent and totaled $497,303, accounting for 3.7 percent of total town debt service. 
 
Upper Southwest   
 
There were 84 towns in this region that reported 2017 financial information. Total revenues in 
this region decreased 5.9 percent and totaled $8.7 million, accounting for 2.7 percent of total 
town revenues. Total expenditures in this region decreased 5.0 percent and totaled $7.8 million, 
accounting for 2.5 percent of total town expenditures. Debt service in this region increased 
495.0 percent and totaled $107,518, accounting for 0.8 percent of total town debt service. 
 
West Central 
 
There were 222 towns in this region that reported 2017 financial information. Total revenues in 
this region increased 1.6 percent and totaled $37.6 million, accounting for 11.6 percent of total 
town revenues. Total expenditures in this region decreased 7.0 percent and totaled $35.8 million, 
accounting for 11.7 percent of total town expenditures. Debt service in this region increased 
25.0 percent and totaled $2.2 million, accounting for 16.7 percent of total town debt service. 
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Graphic by the Office of the State Auditor.
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Table 1
Revenues of Towns

For the Years Ended December 31, 2013 Through 2017

1-Year 5-Year

Percent Percent

Change Change

Population* 919,329 916,414 909,953 909,414 914,174 0.5% -0.6%
Number of Towns* 1,783 1,783 1,781 1,781 1,781 0.0% -0.1%
Taxable Tax Capacity* $1,635,634,365 $2,000,749,792 $1,990,764,195 $1,971,438,920 $1,966,523,473 -0.2% 20.2%
Tax Levy* $221,128,052 $230,144,989 $228,973,862 $234,647,546 $239,939,905 2.3% 8.5%

REVENUES** Amount %**** Amount %**** Amount %**** Amount %**** Amount %**** % %
Taxes $213,669,682 76.4% $223,057,122 72.7% $226,435,471 73.0% $230,339,855 72.6% $236,521,248 72.7% 2.7% 10.7%
Special Assessments 6,825,386 2.4% 7,058,507 2.3% 5,659,440 1.8% 6,106,697 1.9% 5,934,291 1.8% -2.8% -13.1%
Licenses and Permits 2,082,216 0.7% 2,516,302 0.8% 2,784,725 0.9% 2,770,771 0.9% 3,209,382 1.0% 15.8% 54.1%

Intergovernmental Revenues
Federal Grants 2,996,082 1.1% 7,615,590 2.5% 5,987,801 1.9% 1,542,961 0.5% 3,877,295 1.2% 151.3% 29.4%
State 34,362,863 12.3% 46,389,719 15.1% 50,314,173 16.2% 53,426,874 16.8% 53,186,144 16.4% -0.5% 54.8%
County

Highway Grants 105,318 0.0% 274,905 0.1% 311,749 0.1% 625,749 0.2% 552,679 0.2% -11.7% 424.8%
All Other 1,516,549 0.5% 1,153,246 0.4% 1,132,502 0.4% 1,525,343 0.5% 1,597,186 0.5% 4.7% 5.3%

Local Unit Grants 1,380,986 0.5% 1,203,264 0.4% 1,457,705 0.5% 2,163,357 0.7% 1,380,406 0.4% -36.2% 0.0%

TOTAL INTERGOVERNMENTAL

  REVENUES $40,361,798 14.4% $56,636,724 18.5% $59,203,930 19.1% $59,284,284 18.7% $60,593,710 18.6% 2.2% 50.1%

Charges for Services 9,030,427 3.2% 8,396,465 2.7% 8,986,067 2.9% 9,985,041 3.1% 9,212,568 2.8% -7.7% 2.0%
Interest Earnings 1,629,596 0.6% 2,723,870 0.9% 1,558,002 0.5% 2,286,862 0.7% 2,055,148 0.6% -10.1% 26.1%
All Other Revenues 6,193,832 2.2% 6,374,693 2.1% 5,452,770 1.8% 6,340,228 2.0% 7,740,127 2.4% 22.1% 25.0%

   TOTAL REVENUES $279,792,937 100.0% $306,763,683 100.0% $310,080,405 100.0% $317,113,738 100.0% $325,266,474 100.0% 2.6% 16.3%

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES***
Borrowing 8,892,976 3,761,321 8,461,786 10,753,753 9,331,775 -13.2% 4.9%

Other Sources 759,332 2,342,462 1,840,586 1,192,494 1,269,775 6.5% 67.2%

Transfers In 14,557,057 15,638,633 14,048,538 11,881,377 15,839,493 33.3% 8.8%

TOTAL REVENUES AND

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES $304,002,302 $328,506,099 $334,431,315 $340,941,362 $351,707,517 3.2% 15.7%

*Includes all towns.

**Excludes data from towns that failed to report.

****Total percentages may not equal the sum of the percentages above due to rounding.
***Starting in 2013, this category includes Other Sources. 
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Table 2
Expenditures of Towns

For the Years Ended December 31, 2013 Through 2017

1-Year 5-Year
Percent Percent

Amount % Amount % Amount % Amount % Amount % Change Change

EXPENDITURES8,9

General Government
Current Expenditures $42,829,410 16.0% $48,730,167 16.7% $47,190,476 16.7% $51,855,170 16.7% $49,491,245 16.2% -4.6% 15.6%
Capital Outlay 5,561,378 2.1% 3,164,674 1.1% 3,763,829 1.3% 4,978,401 1.6% 4,040,372 1.3% -18.8% -27.3%

   Total10 48,390,788 18.1% 51,894,841 17.8% 50,954,305 18.0% 56,833,571 18.3% 53,531,617 17.5% -5.8% 10.6%

Fire
Current Expenditures 28,753,066 10.8% 30,712,108 10.5% 31,797,726 11.2% 32,424,366 10.4% 33,483,100 10.9% 3.3% 16.5%
Capital Outlay 1,602,052 0.6% 3,854,290 1.3% 2,070,123 0.7% 4,059,391 1.3% 2,058,471 0.7% -49.3% 28.5%
   Total 30,355,118 11.4% 34,566,398 11.9% 33,867,849 12.0% 36,483,757 11.7% 35,541,571 11.6% -2.6% 17.1%

All Other Public Safety11

Current Expenditures 4,645,303 1.7% 5,212,968 1.8% 4,758,021 1.7% 5,103,638 1.6% 5,824,528 1.9% 14.1% 25.4%
Capital Outlay 353,066 0.1% 218,575 0.1% 130,855 0.0% 262,062 0.1% 234,540 0.1% -10.5% -33.6%
   Total 4,998,369 1.9% 5,431,543 1.9% 4,888,876 1.7% 5,365,700 1.7% 6,059,068 2.0% 12.9% 21.2%

Road and Bridge
Current Expenditures 135,211,260 50.6% 149,879,415 51.4% 144,027,042 50.9% 159,060,266 51.2% 156,677,170 51.1% -1.5% 15.9%
Capital Outlay 20,389,964 7.6% 20,581,660 7.1% 24,434,442 8.6% 25,855,356 8.3% 24,044,635 7.8% -7.0% 17.9%
   Total 155,601,224 58.2% 170,461,075 58.5% 168,461,484 59.6% 184,915,622 59.5% 180,721,805 59.0% -2.3% 16.1%

All Other
Current Expenditures 11,435,305 4.3% 13,638,461 4.7% 10,940,821 3.9% 11,994,147 3.9% 13,453,992 4.4% 12.2% 17.7%
Capital Outlay 3,610,139 1.4% 1,401,119 0.5% 1,571,146 0.6% 3,983,096 1.3% 3,823,252 1.2% -4.0% 5.9%
   Total 15,045,444 5.6% 15,039,580 5.2% 12,511,967 4.4% 15,977,243 5.1% 17,277,244 5.6% 8.1% 14.8%

TOTAL CURRENT EXPENDITURES $222,874,344 83.4% $248,173,119 85.1% $238,714,086 84.4% $260,437,587 83.8% $258,930,035 84.5% -0.6% 16.2%
TOTAL CAPITAL OUTLAY $31,516,599 11.8% $29,220,318 10.0% $31,970,395 11.3% $39,138,306 12.6% $34,201,270 11.2% -12.6% 8.5%

DEBT SERVICE
Principal Payments 10,973,397 4.1% 12,426,328 4.3% 10,514,679 3.7% 9,684,211 3.1% 11,908,244 3.9% 23.0% 8.5%
Interest and Fiscal Charges 1,845,138 0.7% 1,660,187 0.6% 1,651,293 0.6% 1,538,759 0.5% 1,394,343 0.5% -9.4% -24.4%

   Total Debt Service 12,818,535 4.8% 14,086,515 4.8% 12,165,972 4.3% 11,222,970 3.6% 13,302,587 4.3% 18.5% 3.8%

   TOTAL EXPENDITURES $267,209,478 100.0% $291,479,952 100.0% $282,850,453 100.0% $310,798,863 100.0% $306,433,892 100.0% -1.4% 14.7%

OTHER FINANCING USES12,13

Debt Redemption - Refunded Bonds 302,012   115,331 578,100 -  -    -     -     

Other Uses 143,077 966,699 816,836 684,511 450,864 -34.1% 215.1%
Transfers Out 15,060,540 16,255,518 13,867,288 12,593,109 16,264,332 29.2% 8.0%

TOTAL EXPENDITURES AND
  OTHER FINANCING USES $282,715,107 $308,817,500 $298,112,677 $324,076,483 $323,149,088 -0.3% 14.3%

9Data for Parks and Recreation is included in the All Other category in Table 2.  In Tables 4 and 8, Parks and Recreation appears as a separate category. 
10Total percentages may not equal the sum of the percentages above due to rounding.
11Data for Fire and All Other Public Safety displayed in Table 2 is included in Public Safety in Tables 4 and 8. 

13Data for Other Financing Uses displayed in Table 2 is aggregated into a single column in Table 4. 

12Starting in 2013, this category includes Debt Redemption -Refunded Bonds and Other Uses.

8Expenditures for Water and Sewer are shown as enterprise fund activities in Table 5 on page 151.

2016 2017201520142013
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Table 6
Outstanding Indebtedness of Towns

For the Year Ended December 31, 2017

County 
 Name of Town (footnote) Population**

General 
Obligation

Special 
Assessment 

 Other Bonded 
Indebtedness 

Total Bonded 
Indebtedness 

Other 
Long-Term

 Indebtedness
Short-Term 
Indebtedness

Aitkin
Aitkin 855 --- --- --- --- 28,411 ---

Clark 148 13,438 --- --- 13,438 --- ---

Turner 208 --- --- --- --- 44,227 ---

Anoka
Linwood 5,387 --- --- --- --- 293,400 ---

Becker
Carsonville 225 --- --- --- --- 17,276 ---

Evergreen 373 --- --- --- --- --- 6,500

Lake Eunice 1,652 --- --- --- --- 262,639 ---

Osage 892 23,136 --- --- 23,136 --- ---

Beltrami
Eckles 1,697 --- 224,530 --- 224,530 --- ---

Turtle River 1,119 --- --- --- --- 78,038 ---

Benton
Langola 941 251,800 600 2,300 254,700 247,299 ---

Watab 3,228 497,738 --- --- 497,738 --- ---

Blue Earth
Butternut Valley 295 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

Decoria 1,090 --- 21,287 --- 21,287 31,814 ---

Garden City 649 --- 48,000 --- 48,000 47,186 ---

Jamestown 612 16,000 --- --- 16,000 --- ---

Mankato 1,789 --- 195,000 --- 195,000 --- ---

McPherson 454 72,911 --- --- 72,911 --- ---

Rapidan 1,070 345,000 --- --- 345,000 --- ---

Brown
Milford 665 --- 353,163 --- 353,163 --- ---

Carlton
Blackhoof 895 --- --- --- --- 9,983 ---

Thomson 5,141 1,195,000 --- --- 1,195,000 411,513 ---

Carver
Hollywood 1,019 --- --- --- --- --- 112,353

Laketown 2,156 --- --- --- --- 3,880 ---

Watertown 1,251 --- --- --- --- 20,000 ---

Cass
Crooked Lake 552 43,835 --- --- 43,835 --- ---

May 869 --- --- --- --- --- 45,000

Shingobee 1,523 20,000 --- --- 20,000 9,000 ---

Sylvan 2,867 375,000 --- --- 375,000 833 ---

Chisago
Amador 897 1,335,001 --- --- 1,335,001 18,494 ---

Chisago Lake 4,705 193,000 227,000 --- 420,000 --- ---

Fish Lake 2,036 --- 30,000 --- 30,000 225,000 ---

Franconia 1,837 1,080,000 --- --- 1,080,000 --- ---

Nessel 1,960 --- 353,000 --- 353,000 --- ---

Sunrise 2,046 --- --- --- --- 560,000 ---

Cook
Lutsen 441 --- --- --- --- 268,917 ---

Schroeder 218 --- --- --- --- 56,000 ---

Tofte 270 49,553 --- --- 49,553 --- ---

*Data could not be verified **Includes only those towns that reported.
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Table 6
Outstanding Indebtedness of Towns

For the Year Ended December 31, 2017

County 
 Name of Town (footnote) Population**

General 
Obligation

Special 
Assessment 

 Other Bonded 
Indebtedness 

Total Bonded 
Indebtedness 

Other 
Long-Term

 Indebtedness
Short-Term 
Indebtedness

Cottonwood
Highwater 154 --- --- --- --- 165,104 ---

Mountain Lake 372 --- --- --- --- 104,954 ---

Rosehill 167 32,871 --- --- 32,871 74,459 ---

Crow Wing
Center 921 711,569 --- --- 711,569 212,483 ---

Deerwood 1,316 1,300,000 --- --- 1,300,000 --- ---

Ideal 1,083 148,000 --- --- 148,000 110,697 ---

Lake Edward 2,134 7,165 --- --- 7,165 --- ---

Maple Grove 816 --- 190,000 --- 190,000 --- ---

Roosevelt 600 --- --- 685,000 685,000 --- 10,978

Dakota
Empire 3,010 225,000 --- --- 225,000 --- ---

Randolph 708 157,474 --- --- 157,474 --- ---

Ravenna 2,373 --- --- --- --- 25,816 ---

Waterford 506 --- --- --- --- 42,456 ---

Dodge
Hayfield 474 --- --- --- --- 140,617 ---

Ripley 199 --- --- --- --- 69,004 ---

Westfield 461 --- --- --- --- 98,189 ---

Douglas
Brandon 741 300,000 --- --- 300,000 --- ---

Hudson 923 --- --- --- --- 1,580,155 ---

Ida 1,299 --- 493,897 --- 493,897 477,619 ---

Leaf Valley 463 376,535 --- --- 376,535 --- ---

Lund 324 --- --- --- --- --- 75,311

Millerville 337 --- --- --- --- 90,748 ---

Moe 808 --- 452,209 --- 452,209 74,872 ---

Fillmore
Arendahl 336 --- --- --- --- 74,950 ---

Carrolton 318 --- --- --- --- 30,000 ---

Preble 199 --- --- --- --- 24,180 ---

Freeborn
Albert Lea 619 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

Freeborn 241 71,177 --- --- 71,177 --- ---

Freeman 473 --- --- --- --- 20,220 ---

Shell Rock 405 --- --- --- --- 40,953 ---

Goodhue
Florence 1,589 --- 12,300 --- 12,300 --- ---

Vasa 905 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

Houston
Houston 360 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- 55,000

Hubbard
Arago 629 39,461 --- --- 39,461 --- ---

Helga 1,489 --- --- --- --- 583,607 ---

Nevis 1,054 --- --- --- --- 53,000 ---

Isanti
Springvale 1,515 100,215 --- --- 100,215 --- ---

Itasca
Arbo 857 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

Balsam 539 --- --- --- --- 276,693 ---

*Data could not be verified **Includes only those towns that reported.
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Table 6
Outstanding Indebtedness of Towns

For the Year Ended December 31, 2017

County 
 Name of Town (footnote) Population**

General 
Obligation

Special 
Assessment 

 Other Bonded 
Indebtedness 

Total Bonded 
Indebtedness 

Other 
Long-Term

 Indebtedness
Short-Term 
Indebtedness

Deer River 682 406,200 --- --- 406,200 --- ---

Nashwauk 679 24,091 --- --- 24,091 --- ---

Jackson
La Crosse 139 --- --- --- --- 18,908 ---

Kanabec
Comfort 1,064 472,990 --- --- 472,990 --- ---

Pomroy 421 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

Kandiyohi
Burbank 560 --- 125,000 --- 125,000 --- ---

Holland 341 --- --- --- --- 145,044 ---

Roseland 369 --- --- 141,000 141,000 --- ---

Lac qui Parle
Cerro Gordo 179 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

Riverside 292 --- --- --- --- 88,046 ---

Lake
Beaver Bay 484 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

Fall Lake 511 155,359 --- --- 155,359 --- 256,000

Silver Creek 1,078 --- --- --- --- 808,849 ---

Le Sueur
Washington 719 --- 5,240 --- 5,240 --- ---

Lyon
Island Lake 168 --- --- --- --- 163,296 ---

Rock Lake 260 --- --- --- --- 127,111 ---

Martin
Center Creek 193 --- --- --- --- 97,549 ---

Fox Lake 240 --- --- --- --- --- 127,428

Galena 227 67,500 --- --- 67,500 --- 18,197

Manyaska 306 --- --- --- --- 47,500 ---

Nashville 178 --- --- --- --- 109,023 ---

Pleasant Prairie 213 --- --- --- --- 56,203 ---

McLeod
Collins 437 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

Sumter 507 --- --- --- --- 9,000 ---

Meeker
Dassel 1,496 646,098 --- --- 646,098 --- ---

Ellsworth 841 345,000 --- --- 345,000 --- ---

Forest Prairie 973 940,000 167,000 --- 1,107,000 --- ---

Mille Lacs
Hayland 521 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

South Harbor 793 --- 245,000 --- 245,000 --- ---

Morrison
Scandia Valley 1,162 --- --- --- --- --- 490,000

Mower
Adams 453 --- --- --- --- 134,000 ---

Lansing 973 446,000 --- 28,000 474,000 --- ---

Lodi 254 --- --- --- --- 97,500 ---

Red Rock 732 --- --- 111,289 111,289 --- ---

Sargeant 297 --- --- --- --- 68,085 ---

Udolpho 457 70,000 --- --- 70,000 --- ---

Murray
Bondin 269 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

*Data could not be verified **Includes only those towns that reported.
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Table 6
Outstanding Indebtedness of Towns

For the Year Ended December 31, 2017

County 
 Name of Town (footnote) Population**

General 
Obligation

Special 
Assessment 

 Other Bonded 
Indebtedness 

Total Bonded 
Indebtedness 

Other 
Long-Term

 Indebtedness
Short-Term 
Indebtedness

Nicollet
West Newton 408 108,000 --- --- 108,000 --- ---

Nobles
Bloom 158 --- --- --- --- 146,139 ---

Graham Lakes 227 204,000 --- --- 204,000 --- ---

Grand Prairie 202 --- --- --- --- 30,000 ---

Little Rock 194 --- --- --- --- 86,864 ---

Olney 186 --- --- --- --- 62,670 ---

Westside 207 --- --- --- --- 100,000 ---

Olmsted
Eyota 516 --- --- --- --- 153,672 ---

Haverhill 1,501 --- --- --- --- 250,000 ---

Oronoco 2,323 340,295 --- --- 340,295 --- ---

Salem 1,126 50,788 --- --- 50,788 --- ---

Otter Tail
Dane Prairie 904 270,000 --- --- 270,000 --- ---

Dead Lake 506 --- --- --- --- 125,732 ---

Eagle Lake 392 --- --- --- --- --- 45,045

Everts 646 --- --- --- --- 90,000 ---

Hobart 802 426,500 --- --- 426,500 --- ---

Lida 744 697,041 --- --- 697,041 242,146 ---

Pine Lake 672 355,000 --- --- 355,000 --- ---

Saint Olaf 378 72,510 --- --- 72,510 --- ---

Tumuli 433 --- --- --- --- 66,497 ---

Pine
Chengwatana* 961 --- --- --- --- 32,154 ---

Ogema 340 54,708 --- --- 54,708 --- ---

Pine City 1,363 216,505 725,706 --- 942,211 16,409 ---

Sandstone 789 20,445 --- --- 20,445 --- ---

Sturgeon Lake 490 --- --- --- --- 10,800 ---

Windemere 1,673 --- 96,959 --- 96,959 --- ---

Pipestone
Eden 268 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

Polk
Higdem 78 --- --- --- --- 180,693 ---

Pope
Glenwood 1,063 347,044 --- --- 347,044 --- ---

White Bear Lake 437 --- --- --- --- 19,392 ---

Ramsey
White Bear 10,951 --- 973,905 1,316,095 2,290,000 --- ---

Renville
Boon Lake 338 --- --- --- --- 114,578 ---

Rice
Erin 893 50,000 --- --- 50,000 --- ---

Forest 1,298 60,000 --- --- 60,000 --- ---

Rock
Battle Plain 184 --- --- --- --- --- 18,000

Beaver Creek 379 --- --- --- --- 26,596 ---

Roseau
Lake 2,107 30,000 --- --- 30,000 --- ---

*Data could not be verified **Includes only those towns that reported.
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Table 6
Outstanding Indebtedness of Towns

For the Year Ended December 31, 2017

County 
 Name of Town (footnote) Population**

General 
Obligation

Special 
Assessment 

 Other Bonded 
Indebtedness 

Total Bonded 
Indebtedness 

Other 
Long-Term

 Indebtedness
Short-Term 
Indebtedness

Saint Louis
Alborn 464 158,639 52,551 --- 211,190 --- ---

Breitung 581 --- --- --- --- 61,747 ---

Canosia 2,180 --- --- 389,614 389,614 --- ---

Cherry 830 --- --- --- --- 98,460 ---

Crane Lake 72 225,000 --- --- 225,000 --- ---

Fayal 1,792 --- --- --- --- 1,986,157 ---

Fredenberg 1,331 570,000 --- --- 570,000 --- ---

Grand Lake 2,711 1,120,575 --- --- 1,120,575 120,550 ---

Kabetogama 122 --- --- --- --- 273,619 ---

Lakewood 2,250 195,000 --- --- 195,000 21,305 ---

Midway 1,420 80,000 --- --- 80,000 344,632 ---

Morse 1,196 --- --- --- --- 597,953 ---

Normanna 782 --- --- --- --- 14,755 ---

Solway 1,951 --- --- --- --- 104,000 ---

Waasa 233 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

White 1,508 --- --- --- --- 175,152 ---

Scott
Credit River 5,678 --- 2,160,000 --- 2,160,000 --- ---

Sand Creek 1,665 485,000 --- --- 485,000 --- ---

Spring Lake 3,540 850,000 --- 435,000 1,285,000 805,000 ---

Sherburne
Baldwin 7,000 --- --- --- --- 2,359,000 ---

Becker 5,478 80,000 --- --- 80,000 --- ---

Big Lake 7,820 545,000 --- --- 545,000 --- ---

Livonia 6,337 --- --- --- --- 170,000 ---

Palmer 2,462 210,000 --- --- 210,000 --- ---

Santiago 1,991 230,000 --- --- 230,000 --- ---

Stearns
Avon 2,313 --- --- 140,000 140,000 --- ---

Collegeville 3,398 659,445 --- --- 659,445 --- ---

Eden Lake 1,562 255,000 --- --- 255,000 --- ---

Farming 1,016 --- --- --- --- 17,600 ---

Krain 1,008 --- --- --- --- 268,357 ---

Le Sauk 1,819 1,800 600 2,300 4,700 --- ---

Luxemburg 647 580,000 --- --- 580,000 6,567 ---

Millwood 1,013 --- --- --- --- 46,746 ---

Munson 1,543 237,000 55,000 --- 292,000 --- ---

Wakefield 2,857 619,000 --- --- 619,000 210,000 ---

Steele
Aurora 559 --- --- --- --- 73,600 ---

Meriden 620 55,000 213,065 --- 268,065 71,481 ---

Todd
Germania 505 --- --- --- --- 30,000 ---

Villard 646 21,000 --- --- 21,000 --- ---

Wabasha
Greenfield 1,303 --- --- 16,000 16,000 --- ---

Plainview 451 --- --- --- --- --- 9,000

Waseca
Alton 427 --- --- --- --- 51,831 ---

Washington
Baytown 1,903 430,000 --- --- 430,000 --- ---

*Data could not be verified **Includes only those towns that reported.
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Table 6
Outstanding Indebtedness of Towns

For the Year Ended December 31, 2017

County 
 Name of Town (footnote) Population**

General 
Obligation

Special 
Assessment 

 Other Bonded 
Indebtedness 

Total Bonded 
Indebtedness 

Other 
Long-Term

 Indebtedness
Short-Term 
Indebtedness

Watonwan
Butterfield 202 --- --- --- --- 55,248 ---

Saint James 243 --- --- --- --- 63,909 ---

Winona
Dresbach 443 502,000 --- --- 502,000 --- ---

New Hartford 860 --- --- --- --- --- 23,192

Wilson 1,122 --- --- --- --- --- 26,225

Wiscoy 362 --- --- --- --- 34,112 ---

Wright
Franklin 2,916 --- --- --- --- 755,000 ---

Maple Lake 2,167 33,000 --- --- 33,000 --- ---

Marysville 2,238 --- --- --- --- 173,369 ---

Rockford 3,365 --- 105,000 --- 105,000 --- ---

Stockholm 1,010 --- --- --- --- 59,968 ---

Victor 1,089 --- --- --- --- --- 90,333

Yellow Medicine
Norman 243 --- --- --- --- --- 353

State Totals 242,598
$24,022,812

$7,533,812
$3,296,498

$34,853,122
$19,779,260

$1,408,915

Summary of Outstanding Indebtedness
General Obligation $24,022,812

Special Assessment 7,533,812

Other Bonded Indebtedness 3,296,498

Total Bonded Indebtedness $34,853,122

Other Long-Term Indebtedness 19,779,260

Short-Term Indebtedness 1,408,915

Total Outstanding Indebtedness $56,041,297

*Data could not be verified **Includes only those towns that reported.
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Table 7
Summary of Town Revenues by Economic Development Region

For the Year Ended December 31, 2017

Intergovernmental Revenues Other Financing Sources

Region Pop.*
Taxes

($)

Special 
Assessments

($)

Licenses 
and Permits

($)

Federal 
Grants

($)

State 
Grants

($)

County/
Local Unit 

Grants
($)

Charges 
for 

Services
($)

Interest 
Earnings

($)

All Other 
Revenues

($)

Total 
Revenues

($)
Borrowing

($)

Other 
Sources

($)
Transfers In

($)

Total 
Revenues

and Other 
Sources

($)

Arrowhead 84,158 22,157,078 823,724 116,391 293,340 8,311,859 1,599,270 1,300,447 171,801 1,381,773 36,155,683 991,634 351,899 3,306,296 40,805,512

Central 124,175 27,682,291 810,523 723,151 61,687 2,627,202 374,877 893,716 101,040 703,005 33,977,492 1,812,068 23,385 1,174,918 36,987,863

East Central 84,430 17,331,998 336,958 378,054 136,685 2,283,073 121,594 470,228 85,356 692,642 21,836,588 2,111,002 84,054 774,611 24,806,255

Headwaters 48,075 10,776,176 66,546 76,230 99,321 1,955,115 113,530 164,840 54,851 137,537 13,444,146 5,000 610,302 1,050,739 15,110,187

Metro 79,640 22,721,880 1,226,062 1,677,805 167,828 1,268,110 417,284 2,144,378 644,891 1,111,647 31,379,885 4,357 34,252 3,636,084 35,054,578

North Central 80,815 20,819,661 66,559 47,236 177,159 3,892,302 182,941 556,789 146,888 554,036 26,443,571 1,580,000 13,366 1,431,929 29,468,866

Northwest 30,920 9,122,039 56,635 8,971 14,434 5,030,529 168,192 164,810 142,618 228,470 14,936,698 --- --- 129,616 15,066,314

South Central 56,562 17,789,977 470,580 40,661 1,062,462 4,519,387 42,550 324,812 85,267 194,524 24,530,220 199,000 2,510 847,997 25,579,727

Southeast 116,295 31,002,310 128,745 104,813 1,557,207 6,112,811 130,287 1,121,197 147,828 1,079,291 41,384,489 908,368 125,617 1,390,785 43,809,259

Southwest 30,375 11,431,193 87,045 5,745 49,533 5,066,301 137,560 388,027 46,827 394,672 17,606,903 343,200 6,112 330,830 18,287,045

Southwest Central 42,417 12,886,164 72,754 4,343 98,720 3,065,028 34,564 680,104 261,097 217,784 17,320,558 125,000 11,740 253,123 17,710,421

Upper Southwest 14,347 5,707,617 30,619 433 18,631 2,703,926 19,240 54,731 28,210 102,137 8,665,544 --- --- 182,215 8,847,759

West Central 91,463 27,092,864 1,757,541 25,549 140,288 6,350,501 188,382 948,489 138,474 942,609 37,584,697 1,252,146 6,538 1,330,350 40,173,731

State Totals 883,672 $236,521,248 $5,934,291 $3,209,382 $3,877,295 $53,186,144 $3,530,271 $9,212,568 $2,055,148 $7,740,127 $325,266,474 $9,331,775 $1,269,775 $15,839,493 $351,707,517

*Includes only those towns that reported.
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Glossary 

ALL OTHER EXPENDITURES - These expenditures reflect the costs of activities that were 
not allocated to a specific function. Some activities included in this category are pension and 
insurance costs not allocated to a specific department.  

ALL OTHER REVENUES - These revenues refer to refunds, reimbursements, donations, and 
lease payments.  

BORROWING - These other financing sources reflect the sale of bonds and notes, certificates 
of indebtedness, and tax anticipation certificates. Towns are restricted by law from borrowing for 
current expenses. 

CAPITAL OUTLAY - These expenditures include the purchase, construction, or permanent 
improvements of buildings, equipment, machinery, and land. Capital outlay varies from year to 
year based on the needs and resources of the town. 

CASH BASIS OF ACCOUNTING - The basis of accounting that recognizes transactions or 
events when related cash amounts are received or disbursed. 

CHARGES FOR SERVICES - These revenues reflect fees for activities of the governmental 
funds. These include rent of town hall by individuals or organizations, police and fire contracts, 
fire calls, recreation fees, park dedication fees, etc. 

CONSTANT DOLLARS - Constant dollars refer to data adjusted for inflation using the 
Implicit Price Deflator for State and Local Governments setting 2008 as the base year (N.I.P.A. 
Table 1.1.9, October 2018). 

DEBT SERVICE EXPENDITURES - These expenditures reflect the annual costs of servicing 
the outstanding debt of the local government. These costs include principal, interest, and some 
fiscal charges.  

DEBT SERVICE FUND - A fund to account for the collection of resources and payment of 
principal and interest from long-term debt.  

ENTERPRISE FUND - A fund established to account for operations financed and operated in a 
manner similar to private business. Examples include water, sewer, and electric utilities. The 
expenses of providing services are primarily financed by user charges.  

GENERAL FUND - The fund used to account for all financial resources not required to be 
accounted for in another fund. This fund is the main operating fund.  

GENERAL GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURES - These expenditures reflect the costs 
associated with running a local government, such as the town council, administration, finance, 
and elections. Expenditures in this category include salaries, wages, and benefits of legislative, 
judicial, and administrative personnel; supplies; and town hall maintenance.  
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Glossary 

GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS - The funds through which most governmental activities are 
financed. The four governmental fund types are:  general, special revenue, debt service, and 
capital projects. 

INTEREST EARNINGS - These revenues reflect interest earned on checking and savings 
accounts, CDs, money market funds, and bonds. This category also includes dividends. In 
addition, the net increase or decrease in the fair value of investments is recorded here.  

LICENSES AND PERMITS - These revenues reflect receipts from liquor licenses, cigarette 
licenses, other business licenses, street use permits, building permits, and other non-business 
licenses and permits.  

MODIFIED ACCRUAL BASIS OF ACCOUNTING - The basis of accounting according to 
which (a) revenues are recognized in the accounting period in which they become available and 
measurable; and (b) expenditures are recognized in the accounting period in which the fund 
liability is incurred, if measurable, except for unmatured interest on general long-term debt and 
certain similar accrued obligations, which should be recognized when due.  

NET TAX LEVY - The town net property taxes, after state property tax relief aids or grants, 
required to be paid by the property owners of the town.  

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES - These include long-term debt proceeds, sale of fixed 
assets, and transfers from other funds.  

OTHER FINANCING USES - These include transfers to other funds, refunding bond proceeds 
deposited with escrow agent and invested until they are used to pay principal and interest on the 
old debt at a future time, and remittance to other agencies. 

OUTSTANDING LONG-TERM DEBT - This category refers to the long-term debt that a 
local government has incurred to finance its capital projects. Examples of long-term debt include 
various types of bonds and other obligations such as notes and long-term leases.  

PARKS AND RECREATION - These expenditures reflect park maintenance, mowing, 
planting, and removal of trees. Recreation expenditures include festivals, bands, museums, 
community centers, cable TV, baseball fields, organized recreation activities, etc.  

PUBLIC SAFETY EXPENDITURES - These expenditures reflect the costs related to the 
protection of persons and property.  

ROADS AND BRIDGES EXPENDITURES - These expenditures reflect the costs associated 
with the maintenance and repair of local highways, streets, bridges, and street equipment. 
Common expenditures include patching, seal coating, and snow removal. Expenditures for road 
construction are not included in current expenditures but are accounted for as capital outlay.  
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SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS - These revenues refer to levies made against certain properties to 
defray all or part of the costs of a specific improvement, such as new sewer and water mains, 
deemed to benefit primarily those properties. The amount includes the penalties and interest paid 
on the assessments. 

TAX CAPACITY - The value assigned to the property used to calculate the property taxes. 

TAXABLE TAX CAPACITY - The tax capacity, less the tax increment district value, less the 
fiscal disparities contribution value, plus the fiscal disparities distribution value.  

TOTAL CURRENT EXPENDITURES - This category reflects the total of all expenses 
relating to current operations.  

TOTAL EXPENDITURES - This category includes current operating expenses, capital outlay, 
and debt service principal and interest payments.  

TOTAL REVENUES - This category reflects all sources of revenues that increase the amount 
of available resources without creating a liability or a future payment. Borrowing and transfers 
between funds are not included in total revenues.  

TRANSFERS - ENTERPRISE FUNDS - This refers to the transfer of available resources to or 
from public service enterprises. An example of this transfer is a water utility enterprise fund 
transferring money to the General Fund.  

TRANSFERS - GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS - This refers to the transfer of money between 
governmental fund types. The revenues and expenditures for these funds are always shown in the 
same tables. 
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